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The first real influx of political emigrants to France, however,
began with the arrival of the White Tsarist Russians and social
revolutionaries (Mencheviks). These two distinct types of
Russian refugees both had a considerable influence on French
policy at home. The White Russians were always staunchly
supported by a large proportion of the French bourgeoisie, which
was upset by the loss of many millions of francs and by nature
anti-Bolshevik:. The active attempts between 1917 and 1920
culminating in the despatch of Weygand to save Poland, in fact
the whole of this interventionist period, are a proof of this. A
stupid effort at diversion made by these same reactionary circles
between Munich and the occupation of Prague, namely to make
Hitler an " offer'" of the Ukraine in long leaders in the popular
papers, with numerous maps (in case the German General Staff
should have need of them) went to prove the persistence of their
sympathies, because the material reasons for their feelings had
not changed during the twenty years between 1918 and 1938.
Kerensky's followers, the Constitutional Democrat Party, and
the Mencheviks, just as actively anti-Bolshevik, exercised a great
influence in other circles, among the Leftist groups and the
ranks of the Socialist Party.
The various groups of Russian refugees were all weU organised,
quite exclusive and very active. Each " party " or *" fraction " or
** faction " had its newspaper, in which it vituperated, needless to
say, against the " Reds " and later against the other refugees. As
early as 1908 Lenin bitterly complained in a famous letter of the
hatred, envy, bad treatment, disparagement and, above all, the
denunciation reigning among the refugees of that time, although
all inspired by the same ideal. Political refugees, from whatever
country they come, have retained these characteristics, which they
seemingly bring with them as their only provision. It was in
any event the case that these various groups of Russians, divided
among themselves into sections of every possible hue, persecuted
each other with such fierce hatred and blind fury that any
attempts at reasonable argument or reconciliation were useless.
The White Russians introduced the " famous " method of
denouncing their rival claimants for the secret funds in the
various Ministries as *' Bolshevik agents ", although it was proved
later that the Ogpu had members within each of the groups.
World attention was drawn to their activities at the time of the
startling kidnapping of Generals Kutepov and Miller. Everyone
eventually became so accustomed, and not only on the screen, to
Russian c* agents " that whenever a Russian appeared it was no
longer a question of whether or not he were an agent, but for